
APUSH- UNIT ONE SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 

New World Beginnings 

Mr. Stevens 

School Email:  mstevens@kingslocal.net 

Home Email: mstevens17@cinci.rr.com 

 

Textbooks: 

The American Pageant -  Chapters One and Two 

The United States History (AMSCO)-  Chapter One 

 

Summer Overview: 

AP US History students are expected to complete summer reading and video assignments before the first class 

meeting.  These assignments will focus on course content preceding the American Colonies (APUSH Period 

One).  Students' completion of their APUSH summer assignments will be assessed on a test to be administered 

during the first week of class.  While you will be expected to turn in some things on the first day of class, the 

bulk of your grade for the summer assignments will come from your test, so please keep this in mind while you 

are completing these assignments. 

 

Central Theme:  On a North American continent controlled by American Indians, contact 

among the peoples of Europe, the Americas, and West Africa created a new world. 

Key Concept 1.1: As native populations migrated and settled across the vast expanse of North America over 

time, they developed distinct and increasingly complex societies by adapting to and transforming their diverse 

environments. 

 

Key Concept 1.2: Contact among Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans resulted in the Columbian 

Exchange and significant social, cultural, and political changes on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. 

 

Key Concept 1.3: European overseas expansion resulted in the Columbian Exchange, a series of interactions 

and adaptations among societies across the Atlantic. 
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Important Vocabulary (Matching Part of the Test)  Worth 35 pts. 

Directions:  All vocabulary definitions should be handwritten, numbered, underlined, neat, organized and 

legible.  Definitions should be not less than one sentience and no more than three sentences. 

1.Columbian Exchange,2.  Mercantilism, 3. Half-Way Covenant,4.  Enlightenment,5.  Deism,6.  The First Great 

Awakening, 7. Pangaea,8.  Renaissance (how did this help to spur on discovery and exploration?), 9. Mayas, 10. Incas, 

11. Aztecs, 12.  Moors, 13. Ferdinand and Isabella, 14. Protestant Reformation (how did this help to spur on discovery 

and exploration?), 15. Cahokia, 16. Caravel, 17. Prince Henry the Navigator, 18. Christopher Columbus, 19. Amerigo 

Vespucci, 20. Papal line of demarcation, 21. Treaty of Tordesillas (1494), 22. Balboa, 23. Magellan, 24. Pizarro,               

25. Conquistadores, 26. Encomienda System, 27. Asiento System, 28. John Cabot, 29. Verrazano,                                       

30. Cartier,31.Champlain, 32. la Salle, 33. Henry Hudson,34. joint-stock company,35.  Father Serra, 36. Virginia Company, 

37. Jamestown,38.  Captain John Smith, 39. John Rolfe, 40. Pocahontas, 41. Royal colony, 42. Puritans,43.  Plymouth 

colony, 44. Separatists, 45. Pilgrims, 46. Mayflower Compact, 47. Massachusetts Bay Colony, 48. John Winthrop,           

49. Great Migration, 50. Virginia House of Burgesses, 51. proprietary colonies, 52. George Calvert, 53. Act of Toleration 

(1649), 54. Sir William Berkeley, 55. Bacon’s Rebellion, 56. Indentured Servant,57.  headright system, 58. Roger Williams, 

59. Anne Hutchinson, 60. Rhode Island, 61. Thomas Hooker,  62. King Philip’s War, 63. William Penn, 64. James 

Oglethrope,65.  Navigational Acts,66.  Middle Passage, 67. Black Legend, 68. primogeniture, 69. Henry VIII,70.  Sir Francis 

Drake (70) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Native Americans in the Americas 

Map Exercise:  Worth 12 points 

Part I:  Label the domain areas of the following native American Tribes:  Write the name of the Native 

American Tribe on the map:  Algonquin, Aztec, Cherokee, Comanche, Creek, Eskimo, Hopi, Inuit, Iroquois, 

Pueblo, Sioux, Wichita Maya, Incas,    

Part II:  Label Each Cultural Region:  Arctic, Subarctic, Great Plains, Southwest, Southeast, Northeast.   

Part III:  Label each of the Cultural Regions (from above) on the map based on whether food was 

primarily procured by (H)unting, (A)giculture, or (F)ishing in each region by marking the appropriate 

letter on the map.  

 

 



APUSH Graphic Organizer 

Native American Cultures:  Fill out the following graphic organizer while watching the following lecture on 

Native American Cultures on YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zG_Q50JDeLo 

You can also reference the American Pageant Textbook Chapters One and Two.  Worth 15 points 

Cultural Region General Information 

 

ARCTIC 

 

Tribal Groups: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAINS INDIANS 

 

Tribal Groups: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTHEAST/GREAT LAKES 

 

Tribal Groups: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTHWEST 

 

Tribal Groups: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTHEAST 

 

Tribal Groups: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zG_Q50JDeLo


This will help you with the previous two 

pages of this packet. 

 

US History Lecture Notes 
Native American Cultures (1491-1607) 

 
In the new AP US History curriculum, Key Concept 1.1 focuses on the development of 

Native American societies in the years preceding and immediately following European 

contact. 
 

My YouTube video lecture on Native American cultures describes the characteristics of Native 

American societies between 1491 and 1607, describing and comparing the characteristics of the 

major regional tribal groups (Arctic, Plains, Great Lakes, Southwest, and Southeast).  These 

notes present a brief outline of the lecture. 

 

Key Concepts 
 

There are three broad ideas that a student really needs to understand in order to be successful 

when questioned about this topic on the AP US History exam: 

1. Native Americans were diverse - get rid of any stereotypical image that you may have in 

your own mind that represents ALL Native Americans. 

2. There were many different language and culture groups, with over 150 distinct ethnic 

groups in the Americas and ten broadly characterized culture groups in North America. 

3. Each tribal group interacted differently with its environment.  While native tribes in colder 

climates subsisted exclusively by hunting and gathering, most tribes also practiced some 

form of agriculture.  Each geographical culture group adapted to and interacted with its 

distinct regional environment.  

 

Nomadic vs Settled Tribes 

While some tribes - especially in the North - subsisted exclusively on hunting and gathering, 

most Indian tribes employed agriculture for at least part of their food supply.  Tribes that 

subsisted on hunting and gathering tended to be nomadic, while tribes that depended more 

heavily on agriculture built more permanent settlements.  Those living close to rivers, lakes, and 

oceans also fished. 

Some European innovations impacted the lifestyles of the natives they encountered.  The 

introduction of horses influenced the lifestyles of the Plains Indians, who began hunting bison on 

horseback as a result of the European encounter.  (This lifestyle would later be threatened by 

the construction of the transcontinental railroads after the Civil War.) 
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Geographical Culture Groups 

Native tribes in North America have been divided into ten distinct culture groups, of which I 

examine five: 

ARCTIC - Tribes in the frigid northern climates, such as the Eskimo and the Inuit, subsisted 

entirely by hunting, gathering, and fishing.  Seal meat provided the primary source of 

sustinence for these Arctic tribes. 

PLAINS - After the introduction of horses from Europe, most Plains Indians became migratory 

bison hunters.  The teepee dwelling, which many see (falsely) as a stereotypical dwelling for 

all Native Americans, was especially popular with the nomadic tribes living in this region.  

Some tribes in the Plains, such as the Wichita, grew crops in settled communities, trading their 

produce with the nomadic hunting tribes, such as the Sioux. 

NORTHEAST / GREAT LAKES - Tribes in the Northeast and Great Lakes regions subsisted 

through a combination of hunting and gathering and slash and burn agriculture, in which areas 

of forestland were burned to create fields that would be abandoned after a few seasons.  This 

form of agriculture, based on the "three sisters" (corn, squash, and beans), was not as labor 

intensive as European settled agriculture and the fields were primarily tended by women. 

The dominant tribal groups in the Northeast were the Iroquois Confederation and the 

Algonquian tribes.  These groups were often engaged in inter-tribal warfare, in which the 

Europeans took part by siding with favored groups and supplying them with European 

weapons in exchange for furs. 

The Iroquois, known by the British as the "Five Nations," were a confederation of five (later 

six) distinct tribes who maintained a permanent peace and military alliance with each other. 

SOUTHWEST - Native tribes in the Southwestern United States subsisted primarily by maize 

(corn) agriculture.  Some tribes constructed cliff dwellings that provided defense against 

attacks, while other tribes, such as the Hopi, built large apartment complexes out of mud 

bricks. 

SOUTHEAST - Indian tribes in fertile Southeastern region of the United States relied primarily 

on settled agriculture for food production. Ruins from Mississippian societies that thrived in the 

centuries preceding European contact include large mounds and the remains of large cities, 

such as Cahokia outside of St. Louis, which at one point had a population of around 40,000 

people. 

Gender Roles 

In societies that practiced hunting, gathering, and agriculture, women tended to do the lion’s 

share of agricultural labor, while men spent most of their time hunting.  Early European colonists 

believed that Native men were lazy and oppressed their women, but from their cultural 

standpoint, this was simply a different division of labor (Native men wondered why European 

men did "women's work" on the farm). 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Chapter One:  Reading Packet 

New World Beginnings 

33,000 B.C.-A.D. 1769 

Worth 20 points       ____________________ 

           (Name) 

 

A. True or False:  Where the statement is true, mark T. Where it is false, mark F.  

 

_____ 1. The geography of the North American continent was fundamentally shaped by the 

       glaciers of the Great Ice Age. 

_____ 2. North America was first settled by people who came by boat across the waters of the 

    Bering Strait from Japan to Alaska. 

_____ 3. The early Indian civilizations of Mexico and Peru were built on the economic                    

               foundations of cattle and wheat growing. 

_____ 4. Most North American Indians lived in small, semi-nomadic agricultural and hunting 

    communities. 

_____ 5. Many Indian cultures like the Iroquois traced descent through the female line. 

 

_____ 6. No Europeans had ever set foot on the American continents prior to Columbus’s arrival in 1492. 

_____ 7. A primary motive for the European voyages of discovery was the desire to find a less 

               expensive route to Asian goods and markets. 

_____ 8. The beginning of African slavery developed in response to the Spanish conquest of the 

      Americans. 

_____ 9. Columbus immediately recognized in 1492 that he had come across new continents 

     previously unknown to Europeans. 

_____ 10. The greatest effect of the European intrusion on the Native Americans was to increase 

      the Indian population through intermarriage with the whites. 

_____ 11. Spanish gold and silver from the American fueled inflation and economic growth in 

        Europe. 

_____ 12. The Spanish conquistadores had little to do with the native peoples and refused to 

       intermarry with them. 

_____ 13. The province of New Mexico was first settled by French colonizers from the north. 

 

_____ 14. The Spanish were able to defeat the Aztecs because they came from a more               

                 sophisticated, urban civilization. 

_____ 15. Spain extended its empire into Florida and New Mexico partly to block French and 

      English intrusions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



B. Multiple Choice:  Select the best answer and write the proper letter in the space provided. 

 

___ 1. The geologically oldest mountains in North America are 

 a. the Appalachians. 

 b. the Rockies. 

 c. the Cascades. 

 d. the Sierra Nevada. 

 

___ 2. The Indian peoples of the Americas 

 a. developed no advanced forms of civilization. 

 b. were divided into many diverse cultures speaking more than two thousand different 

 languages. 

 c. were all organized into the two large empires of the Incas and the Aztecs. 

 d. relied primarily on nomadic hunting for their sustenance. 

 

___ 3. The Iroquois Confederacy remained a strong political and military influence until 

 a. the Spanish conquest of the Americas. 

 b. the fur trade was wiped out in the early 1700s. 

 c. King Philip’s War. 

 d. the American Revolution. 

 

___ 4. One of the important factors that first stimulated European interest in trade and discovery  was 

 a. the Christian crusaders who brought back a taste for the silks and spices of Asia. 

 b. the Arab slave traders on the east coast of Africa. 

 c. The Scandinavian sailors who had kept up continuous trade contacts with North 

         America. 

 d. the division of Spain into small kingdoms competing for wealth of power. 

 

___ 5. Among the most important Native American products to spread to the Old World were 

 a. animals such as buffalo and horses. 

 b. technologies such as the compass and the wheel. 

 c. economic systems such as plantation agriculture. 

 d. foodstuffs such as maize, beans and tomatoes. 

 

___ 6. The primary staples of Indian agriculture were 

 a. potatoes, beets and barley. 

 b. rice, manioc and peanuts. 

 c. maize, beans and squash. 

 d. wheat, oats and corn. 

 

___ 7. The number of Indians in North America at the time Columbus arrived was approximately 

 a. one million. 

 b. four million. 

 c. twenty million. 

 d. two hundred and fifty million. 

 

___ 8. Before Columbus arrived, the only Europeans to have visited North America temporarily  were 

 a. the Greeks. 

 b. the Irish. 

 c. the Norse. 

 d. the Italians. 

 



___ 9. The Portuguese were the first to enter the slave trade and established large-scale      

           plantations using slave labor in 

 a. West Africa. 

 b. the Atlantic sugar islands. 

 c. the West Indies. 

 d. Brazil. 

 

___ 10. Much of the impetus for Spanish exploration and pursuit of glory in the early 1500s came from Spain’s   

             recent 

 a. successful wars with England. 

 b. national unification and expulsion of the Muslim Moors. 

 c. voyages of the discovery along the coast of Africa. 

 d. conversion to Roman Catholicism. 

 

___ 11. A crucial development that paved the way for the European colonization of America was 

 a. the rise of Italian city-states like Venice and Genoa. 

 b. the feudal nobles’ political domination of the merchant class. 

 c. the rise of the centralized national monarchies such as that of Spain. 

 d. the political alliance between the Christian papacy and Muslim traders. 

 

___ 12. The primary reason for the drastic decline in the Indian population after the encounter 

 with the Europeans was 

 a. the rise of intertribal warfare. 

 b. the Indians’ lack of resistance to European diseases such as smallpox and malaria. 

 c. the sharp decline in the Indians birthrate due to the killing of many Indian males by the 

        Europeans 

 d. the sudden introduction of the deadly disease syphilis to the New World. 

 

___ 13. Cortés and his men were able to conquer the Aztec capital Tenochtitlán partly because 

 a. they had larger forces than the Aztecs. 

 b. the Aztec ruler Montezuma believed that Cortés was a god whose return had been 

        predicted. 

 c. the Aztecs were peace-loving people with no experience of war or conquest. 

 d. the city of Tenochtitlán already had been devastated by a disease epidemic. 

 

___ 14. The primary early colonial competitor with Spain in the Americas was 

 a. Portugal. 

 b. Italy. 

 c. France. 

 d. England. 

 

___ 15. The belief that the Spanish only killed, tortured, and stole in the America, while contributing nothing   

             good, is called 

 a. the encomienda. 

 b. the mission of civilization. 

 c. the Evil Empire. 

 d. the Black Legend. 

 

 

 

 

 



C. Identification:   Supply the correct identification for each numbered description. 

 

_________________ 1. Extended period when glaciers covered most of the North American    

         continent 

 

_________________ 2. Staple crop that formed the economic foundation of Native American 

          civilizations 

_________________ 3. Important Mississippian culture site, near present East St. Louis, Illinois 

 

_________________ 4. First European nation to send explorers around the west coast of Africa 

 

_________________ 5. Flourishing West African Kingdom that had its capital and university at 

                            Timbuktu 

_________________ 6. Mistaken term that the first European explorers gave to American lands                   

      because of the false belief that they were off the coast of Asia 

_________________ 7. Animal introduced by Europeans that transformed the Indian way of life    

         on the Great Plains 

_________________ 8. Among the major European diseases that devastated Native American 

                             populations after 1492 (name two) 

_________________ 9. Disease originating in the Americans that was transmitted back to                   

      Europeans After 1492 

 ________________ 10. Treaty that proclaimed a Spanish title to lands in the Americas by    

           dividing them with Portugal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chapter Two 

The Planting of English America, 1500-1733 

Worth 20 points 

 

        _______________________ 

            (Name) 

 

True or False 
Directions:  Where the statement is true, mark T, where it is false, mark F. 

 

______ 1. Protestant England’s early colonial ambitions were fueled by its religious rivalry with 

      Catholic Spain. 

______ 2. The earliest English colonization efforts experienced surprising success. 

 

______ 3. The defeat of the Spanish Armada was important to North American colonization        

                  Because it enabled England to conquer Spain’s New World empire. 

______ 4. Among the English citizens most interested in colonization were unemployed yeomen    

                 And the younger sons of the gentry. 

______ 5. Originally, the primary purpose of the joint-stock Virginia Company was to provide   

                 for the well-being of the freeborn English settlers in the colony. 

______ 6. The primary factor disrupting Indian cultures in the early years of English settlement    

                  was the introduction of Christianity. 

______ 7. John Rolfe enabled the Virginia colony to survive by introducing African slave labor    

                 In 1619. 

______ 8. The Maryland colony was founded partly to establish a religious refuge for persecuted 

                 English Quakers. 

______ 9. From the time of its founding, South Carolina had close economic ties with the British 

                West Indies. 

______ 10. The principal export crop of the Carolinas in the early 1700s was wheat. 

 

______ 11. South Carolina prospered partly by selling African slaves in the West Indies. 

 

______ 12. In their early years, neither North Carolina nor Georgia relied very heavily on slave    

                   labor. 

______ 13. Compared with its neighbors Virginia and South Carolina, North Carolina was more 

                   democratic and individualistic in social outlook. 

______ 14. Britain valued the Georgia colony primarily as a rich source of gold and timber. 

 

______ 15. All the southern colonies eventually came to rely on staple-crop plantation    

                   agriculture for their economic prosperity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Multiple Choice:  Select the best answer and write the proper letter in the space provided. 

 

_____ 1. After decades of religious turmoil, Protestantism finally gained permanent dominance      

               In England after the succession of the throne of 

 a. King Edward VI. b. Queen Mary I c. Queen Elizabeth I d. King James I 

 

_____ 2. Imperial England and English soldiers developed a contemptuous attitude toward      

               “natives” partly through their colonizing experiences in 

 a. Canada. b. Spain c. India d. Ireland 

 

_____ 3. At the time of the first colonization efforts, England 

 a. was struggling under the political domination of Spain. 

 b. was enjoying a period of social and economic stability. 

 c. was undergoing rapid economic and social transformations. 

 d. was undergoing sharp political conflicts between advocates of republicanism and the 

                monarchy of Elizabeth I. 

 

_____ 4. England’s victory over the Spanish Armada gave it 

 a. control of the Spanish colonies in the New World. 

 b. dominance of the Atlantic Ocean and a vibrant sense of nationalism. 

 c. a stable social order and economy. 

 d. effective control of the African slave trade. 

 

_____ 5. Many of the early Puritan settlers of America were 

 a. displaced sailors from Liverpool and Bath 

 b. merchants and shopkeepers from the Midlands. 

 c. urban laborers from Glasgow and Edinburgh. 

 d. uprooted sheep farmers from eastern and western England. 

 

_____ 6. England’s first colony at Jamestown 

 a. was an immediate economic success. 

 b. was saved from failure by the leadership of John Smith and by John Rolfe’s     

                introduction of tobacco. 

 c. enjoyed the strong and continual support of King James I. 

 d. depended on the introduction of African slave labor for its survival. 

 

_____ 7. Representative government was first introduced to America in the colony of 

 a. Virginia. b. Maryland c. North Carolina d. Georgia 

 

_____ 8. One important difference between the founding of the Virginia and Maryland colonies     

               was that 

 a. Virginia colonists were willing to come only if they could acquire their own land,     

                while Maryland colonists labored for their landlords. 

 b. Virginia depended primarily on its tobacco economy, while Maryland turned to rice 

                cultivation. 

 c. Virginia depended on African slave labor, while Maryland relied mainly on white 

                indentured servitude. 

 d. Virginia was founded mainly as an economic venture, while Maryland was intended   

                 partly to secure religious freedom for persecuted Roman Catholics. 

 

 



 

_____ 9. After the act of Toleration in 1649, Maryland provided religious freedom for 

 a. Jews. b. atheists c. Protestants & Catholics d. those who denied the divinity of Jesus 

 

_____ 10. The primary reason that no new colonies were founded between 1634 and 1670 was 

 a. the severe economic conditions in Virginia and Maryland 

 b. the civil war in England. 

 c. the continuous naval conflicts between Spain and England that disrupted sea-lanes. 

 d. the English kings’ increasing hostility to colonial ventures. 

 

_____ 11. The early conflicts between English settlers and the Indians near Jamestown laid the      

                 basis for 

 a. the intermarriage of white settlers and Indians. 

 b. the incorporation of Indians into the “melting-pot” of American culture. 

 c. the forced separation of the Indians into the separate territories of the “reservation 

     system.” 

 d. the use of Indians as a slave-labor force on white plantations. 

 

_____ 12. The labor system of the British West Indies sugar plantations relied almost entirely on 

 a. the importation of African slaves. b. indentured white servants 

 c. the encomienda system. d. temporary hired labor from the mainland colonies. 

 

_____ 13. The Indian peoples who most successfully adapted to the European incursion were 

 a. those whose organization and customs most resembled those of the invaders. 

 b. the coastal tribes like the Powhatans who first encountered the English colonizers. 

 c. the more nomadic and warlike tribes who put up the most effective military resistance       

                to the English. 

 d. the interior Appalachian tribes who used their advantages of time, space, and numbers    

                to create a “middle ground” of economic and cultural interaction. 

 

_____ 14. After the defeat of the coastal Tuscarora and Yamasee Indians by North Carolinians in        

                 1711-1715, 

 a. there were almost no Indians left east of the Mississippi River. 

 b. the remaining southeastern tribes formed an alliance to wage warfare against the white. 

 c. the powerful Creeks, Cherokees, and Iroquois remained in the Appalachian Mountains    

                as a barrier against white settlement. 

 d. the numerous coastal Indians were confined to reservations in North Carolina and 

    Georgia. 

 

 

_____ 15. Most of the early whiter settlers in North Carolina were 

 a. religious dissenters and poor whites fleeing aristocratic Virginia. 

 b. wealthy planters from the West Indies. 

 c. the younger, ambitious sons of English gentry. 

 d. ex-convicts and debtors released from English prisons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Identification:  Supply the correct identification for each numbered description. 

 

______________ 1. Nation where English Protestant rulers employed brutal tactics against the 

            local Catholic population 

______________ 2. Island colony founded by Sir Walter Raleigh that mysteriously disappeared 

           in the 1580s 

_____________ 3. Naval invaders defeated by English “sea dogs” in 1588 

 

_____________ 4. Forerunner of the modern corporation that enabled investors to pool 

         financial capital for colonial ventures 

_____________ 5. Name of two wars, fought in 1614 and 1644, between the English in 

         Jamestown and the nearby Indian leader 

_____________ 6. The harsh system of laws governing African labor, first developed in 

         Barbados and later officially adopted by South Carolina in 1696 

_____________ 7. Royal document granting a specified group the right to form a colony and 

         guaranteeing settlers their rights as English citizens 

_____________ 8. Penniless people obligated to engage in unpaid labor for a fixed number of 

         years, usually in exchange for passage to the New World or other benefits 

_____________ 9. Maryland statue of 1649 that granted religious freedom to all Christians, but 

         not to Jews and atheists 

_____________ 10. Powerful Indian confederation that dominated New York and the eastern 

          Great Lakes area; comprised of several peoples (not the Algonquians) 

 

 
 


